
Regarding Cornwall’s contents, the Declaration 

recognizes that “the moral necessity of ecological 

stewardship has become increasingly clear,”  

and then seeks to clear up three common  

misunderstandings that can impede a sound  

environmental ethic.

First, the document notes that “many people mistakenly 

view humans as principally consumers and polluters 

rather than producers and stewards.” Second, Cornwall 

takes a critical look at the perception that “nature knows 

best,” or that “the earth, untouched by human hands is 

the ideal.” Third, the Declaration points out that while 

“some environmental concerns are well founded and  

serious, others are without foundation or greatly exagger-

ated.”  This is of particular concern in developing nations, 

where basic issues like inadequate sanitation, widespread 

use of primitive fuels like wood and dung, and primitive 

agricultural practices go largely unaddressed while more 

distant and theoretical issues receive the lion’s share of 

funding and attention.

The Cornwall Declaration further sets forth an  

articulate and Biblically grounded set of beliefs and 

aspirations in which God can be glorified through a 

world in which “human beings care wisely  

and humbly for all creatures”  and  “widespread  

economic freedom . . . makes sound ecological  

stewardship available to ever greater numbers.” 

By all accounts, Cornwall provides the philosophical and 

theological underpinnings upon which a broad environ-

mental ethic can be formulated.  The time has come, 

however, for a new coalition to take the principles of 

Cornwall and apply them to specific public-policy issues in 

the environmental dialogue.

It is for this reason that the Cornwall Alliance for 

the Stewardship of Creation has been formed.   

The Alliance is a coalition of clergy, theologians, 

religious leaders, scientists, academics, policy 

experts, and others committed to bringing a proper 

and balanced Biblical view of stewardship to the 

critical issues of environment and development. 

The Alliance is thus seeking to promote the  

principles of  the Cornwall Declaration in the  

discussion of various public-policy issues including 

population and poverty, food, energy, water, en-

dangered species, habitat, and other related topics.

What do these words mean?  

How do they interact?   

And just what is our responsibility 
to care for God’s creation?  

Dominion
Stewardship
Conservation

In the closing years of the last millennium, these 

questions gained unprecedented prominence  

in religious circles as clergy, theologians, and 

laymen alike grappled to establish a firm  

environmental ethic.  In the face of growing 

concerns about how our rapidly advancing tech-

nologies, coupled with our increasing demand 

for resources, were affecting creation, yet at 

the same time trying to balance the need for 

increased progress and productivity – especially 

for the world’s poorest citizens – many divergent 

views emerged. 

A major step was taken in the spring of 2000 when a 

coalition of scholars and religious leaders put forward 

an ethical statement of belief called The Cornwall  

Declaration on Environmental Stewardship.  This  

declaration has so far been signed by over 1,500 

clergy, theologians, and other people of faith, and has 

come to be viewed as one of the most significant  

expressions of belief about religion and the environ-

ment in modern times.

For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.  – I Cor 10:26
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The goals and activities  

of the Cornwall Alliance include:

 Providing an informal “meeting place” for clergy, 

theologians, scientists, economists, public-policy experts, 

and other concerned individuals to analyze, debate, and 

discuss contemporary issues of stewardship and ecology. 

 Working in developing nations in Africa and elsewhere 

with like-minded organizations and congregations to bring 

long-term economic and environmental prosperity to local 

villages and other impoverished communities. 

 Maintaining a website at www.cornwallalliance.org that 

highlights articles, essays, and other information about 

specific stewardship topics. 

	

 Offering articulate clergy and theologians as spokes-

men to the news and religious media for comments and  

interviews.  Scientists, economists, and other policy ex-

perts who support Cornwall’s principles are also featured.

	

 Providing a clearinghouse for articles, opinion pieces, 

policy papers, Sunday school curricula, sample sermons, 

videos, and other helpful materials to advance the  

Cornwall message, and build an ever-increasing world of 

faithful stewards.

Dr. William L. Anderson, 
Asst. Prof. of Economics,  
Frostburg State University

Dr. Ted Baehr,
Chairman, Christian Film  
and Television Commission 

Howard Ball,
National Director, ChurchLIFE

David Barton,
Founder and President,
Wallbuilders 

Dr. Michael E. Bauman,
Prof. of Theology and Culture, 
Hillsdale College

Madre Antonia Becerra,
Caritas charities,  
Quintana Roo, Mexico

Fr. John Michael Beers,
Ph.D., Dean of the Pre-Theologate, 
Ave Maria University

Dr. E. Calvin Beisner,
Assoc. Prof. of Social Ethics,  
Knox Theological Seminary

Joel Belz,
Founder, World Magazine

Dr. Kenneth Chilton,
Dir. of the Institute for the Study 
of Economics and the Environment, 
Lindenwood University

Michael Cromartie,
Vice President, Ethics and  
Public Policy Center

Dr. Colonel V. Doner,
Chairman,  
Children’s Hunger Relief Fund

Dr. Barrett Duke,
Vice President for Public Policy  
and Research, The Ethics &  
Religious Liberty Commission,  
Southern Baptist Convention

Dr. Charles H. Dunahoo,
Coord. of Christian Education  
and Publications,  
Presbyterian Church in America

Dr. J. Ligon Duncan, III,
President, Alliance of Confessing 
Evangelicals; Adjunct Prof.,  
Reformed Theological Seminary

Prof. Alan Gomes,
Chairman, Dept. of Theology, 
Talbot School of Theology

Dr. George Grant,
Teaching Pastor, Christ Community 
Church (PCA), Nashville, Tennessee

Dr. Wayne Grudem,
Research Prof. of Bible and  
Theology, Phoenix Seminary

Stephen Hayward,
Fellow, American Enterprise 
Institute

Dr. P.J. Hill,
George F. Bennett Chair of  
Economics, Wheaton College

Gary Kass,
President, Reclaiming America  
for Christ

Rev. Dr. D. James Kennedy,
Senior Minister,  
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Dr. George Khushf,
Humanities Director,  
Center for Bioethics,  
University of South Carolina

John Khushal,
Assoc. Director, Campus Crusade 
for Christ, North India

Dr. Paul D. Kooistra,
Coordinator, Presbyterian Church  
in America’s Mission to the World

Dr. Henry Krabbendam,
Prof. of Biblical Studies,  
Covenant College, and  
Chairman of the Africa Christian 
Training Institute

Dr. Tracy C. Miller,
Assoc. Prof. of Economics,  
Grove City College

Fr. Richard John Neuhaus,
President, Institute on Religion  
and Public Life

Dr. Marvin Olasky,
Editor In Chief, World Magazine; 
Prof. of Journalism, U. of Texas, 
Austin

Dr. Jerry O’Neill,
President, Reformed Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary

Gretchen Passantino,
Director, Answers in Action

Dr. Joey Pipa,
President, Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary

Dr. Robert Royal,
President,  
Faith and Reason Institute

Dr. Herb Schlossberg,
Senior Research Assoc., Ethics and 
Public Policy Center

Rev. Louis P. Sheldon,
Chairman, Traditional Values 
Coalition 

Rev. Robert Sirico,
President, Acton Institute for the 
Study of Religion and Liberty

Dr. Roy W. Spencer,
Principal Research Scientist,  
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Dr. Timothy Terrell,
Assoc. Prof. of Economics,  
Wofford College

Rev. Dr. Jim Tonkowich,
President, Institute on Religion  
and Democracy

Rev. Ralph Weitz,
Stewardship Pastor, Immanuel 
Bible Church, Springfield, Virginia 

Dr. Harry V. Wiant, Jr.,
Ibberson Chair in Forest  
Resources, Penn State University

Alan Wisdom,
Vice President, Institute on Religion 
and Democracy

Cornwall Alliance Advisory Board
(partial listing)


