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Perceived Southern Baptist Split on Global Warming Evaporating 
Most Prominent Signer Reaffirms SBC Resolutions Critical of Global Warming Alarm, 

Calls Science “Conflicting At Best” 
 
Washington, DC (March 11, 2008) - In response to the well-publicized announcement of the 
Southern Baptist Environment and Climate Initiative, Dr. E. Calvin Beisner, national spokesman 
for the Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation, issued the following statement today: 
 

This declaration, though sincere, is being used to give the false impression of a 
major split among Southern Baptists over global warming. Indeed, according to the 
most prominent signer, Southern Baptist Convention President Frank Page, the 
official position of the SBC has not changed from earlier resolutions that question 
global warming claims. 
 
Dr. Page clarified that he does not think the denomination’s resolutions have been 
“too timid,” according to a separate statement issued the same day. “As Southern 
Baptist Convention President, I totally stand behind the resolutions that have been 
passed in recent years…. The scientific research on human-induced global warming 
is conflicting at best.” 
 
The Cornwall Alliance applauds Dr. Page’s clarification. 
 
Last year more than 8,600 duly elected Southern Baptist messengers representing 
some 3,500 churches and 16 million members voted overwhelmingly to urge caution 
“in the human-induced global warming debate in light of conflicting scientific 
research," and called for public policies that guarantee “an appropriate balance 
between care for the environment, effects on economics, and impacts on the poor 
when considering programs to reduce [emissions].” 
 

The Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation is a national coalition of clergy, 
theologians, religious leaders, scientists, academics, and policy experts committed to bringing a 
balanced Biblical view of stewardship to the critical issues of environment and development. 
 
Beisner continued: 

 
This declaration says much less than it claims. It acknowledges that respected 
scientists and informed Christians disagree sharply about the severity and causes of 
global warming. It admits that the signers lack sufficient expertise to evaluate competing 
claims. It points out that environmental concerns are secondary to abortion and family for 
Christians, and that our response to climate change cannot be derived directly from 
Scripture. It calls for a unified moral voice on climate change and states that mere 
affirmations will likely make no practical difference, but its “intense concern” is divorced 
from any willingness to engage even the simplest practical questions. Which scientists 
have the better argument? Is adapting to climate change more effective than attempts to 
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stop it? Which would save more lives and make better use of current technology?  The 
signers don’t specify; instead, after stating that there is conflicting evidence, they resolve 
to stop “lingering over the basic reality of the problem or our responsibility to address 
it…however great or small.” 
 
This declaration claims much more than it says. It states that the signers have studied 
the issue but avoids any discussion of even the most basic concepts. It warns that caution 
“may be seen by the world as uncaring, reckless and ill-informed,” but it doesn't say what 
should be done. It derides as “too timid” the resolution adopted last summer with 
overwhelming support at the Southern Baptist Convention’s annual meeting, but it 
frankly goes no farther and shows less awareness of the difficult scientific and economic 
debates that complicate the issue. Sadly, this effort seems more concerned with 
newsworthiness than substance. It insists that we’re not doing enough, without ever 
defining the problem or saying what more must be done. 

 
References 

• A Southern Baptist Declaration on the Environment and Climate Change: 
http://www.baptistcreationcare.org/node/1  

• SBC Resolution on Global Warming: 
http://www.sbcannualmeeting.org/sbc07/resolutions/sbcresolution-06.asp?ID=6  

• Statement by Dr. Richard Land (President of the SBC’s ERLC): 
http://erlc.com/article/erlc-president-reacts-to-southern-baptist-declaration-on-the-
environment-an  

• Statement by Dr. Frank Page: 
http://www.sbc.net/PresidentsPage/FrankPage/PressRelease-03-10-2008Page.asp 

• Cornwall Alliance: http://www.cornwallalliance.org/press  
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


